Email from Dr. Brian Lynch to Sue McPherson.  Chicago, Illinois.  10 July 2006

Sue,

I want to write a short note getting back to your great piece on the Montreal Massacre [Hidden Narratives: stories of the many ... 2006].

First it is so important that a woman write such as cogent and clear piece such as this. You parse out the issues very clearly. That is not at all meant to be condescending it is just that I find it rare at least that it would not be written from a feminist slant. 

In light of what I take to be our context of conversation form my end I continue in my desire to say that, of course, such occurrences can be analyzed in a myriad of ways. Political, social, economic, geopolitical and psychological to name a few. 

Simply put I have no disagreement at all with your analysis as it stands. I do however see it also in psychological terms. Precisely if I would use one word it would be that the core emotion or affect that motivated Marc was "humiliation". It is, at its base, quite a simple argument. He desired something. A career. He felt impeded in that career.

Now and only now enters gender. He is a man. Men are supposed to be engineers and be the bread winners and women are taking over that role. Things are confused - and I think confusion is akin to or the same as a sense of shame. I am made helpless in the face of my family, friends, society. What am I to do? I am, again, humiliated. 

As we say we only have a few choices: we can run and hide, blame ourselves for the situation, drown ourselves in activities or drugs or attack others. Or we can be creative and positive in coming up with a new solution. Not always easy. 

Which of these we end up acting out, acting on, is based on our history our experience and our ability to tolerate humiliation.

A thought.

brian
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