John Scott on External links to Wikipedia article École Polytechnique Massacre

During late 2006 and early 2007 John Scott, Professor of Sociology at the University of Essex, UK, joined a discussion, at my request, on the Wikipedia website.  I had given input into the Wikipedia articles on the École Polytechnique Massacre and Marc Lepine, gathered through my own research and thoughts on the subject. I would have liked to have a link placed on the site to my website but unfortunately that didn’t happen despite the efforts of John Scott, Professor of Sociology at the University of Essex, UK.   After giving his views on the editing process, Scott finished his contribution to the Talk section of the Wikipedia page (now in the History section of the École Polytechnique article, 10 Jan 2007), saying, 

4. Finally (almost) I come to the question of the External Link to Sue’s pages on the Montreal Massacre. This has been removed by others on the grounds that it does not offer factual evidence in support of views, because it is a personal page, or because of perceptions of Sue’s actions in editing and on the discussion page. The latter criterion should not be relevant in Wikipedia. It should also be noted that this is not a personal website or blog as described in the Wikipedia list of exclusions. It is a site dedicated to the discussion of the events. As such, it is precisiely the kind of site that the Wikipedia guidelines say should be linked to. These guidelines say that it is legitimate to include links to ‘Sites with other meaningful, relevant content that is not suitable for inclusion in an article’. The site in question is of precisely this type. It is one of the very few (perhaps the only) such site on this topic. If there were many such sites, there might be questions about which should figure as links, but there are not many. This seems to be a strong argument for including an External Link to a site that is dedicated to the issue and invites others to contribute their own comments for open discussion. Perhaps, also, those who wish to engage with the issues through Wikipedia should visit the site (http://www.montrealmassacre.net/) and leave their own comments on the material there.

JS2007 11:21, 10 January 2007 (UTC) 

Further excerpts from John Scott’s comment later the same day:

The question of the scholarship of the site is not directly relevant, as it is a site dedicated to comment and discussion. I would say, however, that I have read a great deal of Sue's essay work. Speaking as an academic, I have always been impressed by the quality of the writing, the evidence base, and the sophistication of the argument. You have nothing to fear from a Link to this site as it currently stands. Indeed, creating such a link will ensure that much of the comment and debate that now appears in these Discussion pages takes place on the external website. This would keep your own discussions more focused on the content of the article and might also help to generate ideas that can feed into the continuing improvement of the Wikipedia article itself.

Thus, I think there should be a reinstatement of the Website http://www.montrealmassacre.net/ as an External Link, to encourage comment and debate, and there should be a rolling review of the article that addresses the issues that Sue (and others) have raised over the last few weeks.

JS2007 21:06, 10 January 2007 (UTC)

Wikipedia’s École Polytechnique Massacre article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89cole_Polytechnique_massacre
This page is located on the Montreal Massacre website: http://www.montrealmassacre.net/ . 

Readers comments are welcome. Please email Sue McPherson:  s.a.mcpherson @ sympatico.ca

