Email 26 Dec 2005. From Sue McPherson to Liza Frulla liza_frulla@pch.gc.ca; Stephen Harper Harper.S@parl.gc.ca; Tom Murphy trmurphy@uwo.ca; James Cote cote@uwo.ca; Mike Carroll mcarroll@uwo.ca;Nelson Wyatt nwyatt@lfp.com
Dear minister Liza Frulla,

I am doing research into the Montreal massacre and would like to ask you about a comment you made, as reported by Nelson Wyatt in Canoe News on Dec 6, 2005 http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2005/12/06/1341404-cp.html as follows: 


"We just have to make sure now that all the programs that we have at the federal, provincial, municipal levels are really working very well, which is not always the case and we have to look at violence against women in a holistic way," she said in an interview. "Mental illness is as important as gun control." 

I'm wondering about the notion of mental illness, and in what respect would it be seen as a useful consideration in dealing with women who are victims of abuse, or men who commit violence?" Surely, this would be reverting to psychological understandings of violence, as an innate tendency or state of being, rather than examining social causes or social conditioning, and seeking ways of dealing with these. Bringing mental illness into it surely has to be a step backwards in time.

I don't believe that Marc Lepine, who killed 14 women on Dec 6, 1989, was an advocate of hatred and violence towards women, as indicated in the article, claimed by Conservative leader Stephen Harper. Rather, I think he was at the end of his rope, with nowhere left to turn, except to commit a last political act. Yelling out "I hate feminists," or "I want women," on entering the Ecole in Montreal was no more a rational announcement of his views on women than soldiers yelling out "I hate Germans," or a football team yelling out "Kill them all!," upon entering the field. 

Read again the letter Lepine wrote before he killed the women and himself http://www.3rdwwwave.com/display_article.cgi?111. There is a great deal of truth in it. This episode in Canadian history was not the same as violence committed by a man towards his wife, or a man killing on the street or in a nightclub.

It's easy to say, It shouldn't have happened. But denying the social climate and other socioeconomic reasons that may have led up to the killings in Montreal that day in 1989 isn't going to help stop it from happening again. Is the answer, more rules, or trying to make the world a more humane place, and fairer towards young people trying to make their way in the world. 

Sincerely,

Sue McPherson 

sue@mcphersons.freeserve.co.uk 
Sue McPherson is a Canadian citizen now living in England.
For essay on this subject, visit website on the Montreal Massacre: 

http://www.MontrealMassacre.net 

Home website: http://SAMcPherson.homestead.com/homepage.html 
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